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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
O mighty God, our gracious King, we 

thank You that Your power is still ac-
tive in our Nation and world. Forgive 
us when we forget that You continue to 
rule Your universe. Lord, we are grate-
ful for the confidence You have given 
us that You hear and answer our pray-
ers. Use the Members of this body as 
ambassadors of reconciliation. Help 
them to create laws that will bring 
wholeness to a fragmented nation and 
world. Lord, infuse them with a spirit 
of contemplative stillness so that they 
will find joy in righteousness, justice, 
and integrity. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The President pro tempore led the 

Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 

HYDE-SMITH). Under the previous order, 
the leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will pro-

ceed to executive session to resume 
consideration of the Truncale nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Michael J. 
Truncale, of Texas, to be United States 
District Judge for the Eastern District 
of Texas. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
to speak for 1 minute as in morning 
business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, 
to commemorate this year’s National 
Police Week, I joined a bipartisan 
group of Senators on a resolution to 
honor these people who lost their lives 
in order to protect our lives. The men 
and women of law enforcement make 
sacrifices every day to protect their 
families and fellow citizens. We are in-
debted to their dedication. 

I want to express my appreciation for 
each and every police officer, fire-
fighter, first responder, and other law 
enforcement officers who work dili-
gently to protect our friends and fami-
lies. 

All of those visiting Washington this 
week to commemorate National Police 
Week, if you get a chance to see them 
on the streets of Washington, DC, 
thank them for their service. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Democratic leader is recognized. 

THE MIDDLE EAST 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 

this morning’s New York Times con-
tained a stunning report that President 
Trump’s top national security aid had 
been presented with a plan that would 
‘‘send as many as 120,000 troops to the 
Middle East should Iran attack Amer-
ican forces or accelerate work on nu-
clear weapons’’—120,000 American 
troops in the Middle East. This report 
is completely baffling and incredibly 
alarming. 

What is the strategy here? The ad-
ministration just began a maximum 
pressure campaign of sanctions against 
Iran to squeeze its economy. Doesn’t it 
make sense to see if your policy is 
working before preparing for potential 
troop deployments, particularly in 
such large numbers? Six months ago 
the President was trying to pull U.S. 
forces out of the Middle East entirely, 
against the advice of many in our de-
fense and diplomatic communities. 
Now his national security team is re-
viewing plans for war? 

Meanwhile, President Trump has not 
laid out what his plans are, what his 
long-term strategy in the Middle East 
is, or even given a speech about Iran. 
So why on Earth are his advisers dis-
cussing plans to entrench U.S. ground 
troops in the Middle East for who 
knows how long? It seems that 
hardliners in the administration are 
pushing the conversation in a very dan-
gerous direction, and I am very con-
cerned. 

U.S. foreign policy depends upon the 
stable execution of a consistent policy, 
but all too often the Trump adminis-
tration has seemed capable of neither 
stability nor consistency. The erratic 
behavior of the President and the chaos 
he instills in his administration has led 
to numerous blunders at home and 
abroad. We should all hope that this re-
port is just that—another blunder—and 
not the beginnings of a rush by the 
President’s hawkish advisers to height-
en military tensions with Iran. 
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